
Anal Examination Diagnostic Flowchart

This interactive diagnostic flowchart helps you diagnose anal conditions, 

such as anal cancer and outlines the likely diagnoses.
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Likely diagnosis What is the patient complaining about?Back to flowchart

Pain Lump Bleeding

+ Haematoma + Pain

+ Bleeding

+ Lump + Bleeding

+ Haematoma

+ Bleeding

+ Bleeding + Pain

+ Lump

+ Lump + Pain

• Anal fissure
• Anal herpes
• Ulcerative proctitis

• Perianal Haemotoma
• Strangulated internal

haemorrhoid
• Abscess (perianal
or ischiorectal)

• Pilonidal sinus

• Perianal haemotoma
• Strangulated internal

haemorrhoid
• Abscess (perianal
or ischiorectal)

• Pilonidal sinus

• Haemorrhoid
• Ulcerated perianal

haematoma

• Anal fissure
• Proctitis

• Skin tag
• Warts
• Anal cancer
• Haemorrhoid

• Haemorrhoid
• Ulcerated perianal

haematoma

• Haemorrhoid
• Anal cancer

• Internal haemorrhoids
• Colorectal polyps
• Colorectal cancer
• Anal cancer

• Anal fussure
• Proctitis

• Haemorrhoid
• Ulcerated perianal

haematoma

• Haemorrhoid
• Anal cancer

Pain alone Lump alone Bleeding alone

Rash Discharge

• Psoriasis
• Eczema / Dermatitis
• Candidal infection
• Folliculitis
• Lichen sclerosis
• Lichen planus
• Scabies
•Tinea

• STIs - Chlamydia
- Gonorrhea
- LGV

• Anal fissure

• Perianal abscess
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